
 
 

The fifth anniversary  
of the Balkan International Wine Competition & Festival (BIWC) 2016 

starts with a very strong program 
 
 The fifth anniversary edition of the Balkan International Wine Competition & Festival 2016 
starts with a very intense program. The event will take place in Grand Hotel Sofia from 26th to 
29th of May. Four Masters of Wine and many other international wine specialists will be in 
Sofia to evaluate the Balkan wines.  
 
You want to know more about wine for your own enjoyment or simply to impress your partner 
next time you order wine at a restaurant? Take advantage of our special series of lectures and 
master classes, conducted by world-renowned experts and members of the international jury! 
 
The festival will open its doors a 12 o'clock on 28 May in the garden of Grand Hotel Sofia. 
BIWC Festival 2016 will offer a real Balkan Wine Fiesta with more than 500 top wines to try, 
Balkan gourmet and an entertaining and joyful program alongside the festival. 
 
Here are some of the titles of the Master Classes and the lectures:  
Santorini – In the name of Love – Assyrtiko (styles and terroir) by  Yiannis Karakasis MW, 
second Master of Wine in Greece and South Eastern Europe. Wholeheartedly in love with 
the terroir of the volcanic island, he will engulf you with the atmosphere of the mythical island 
of Santorini. You will have the chance to felt the magic of some of the most exciting wines of 
the local star Assyrtiko. Are your senses ready to enjoy them? 
The duel of  Pinot Noirs: Burgundy vs  Balkans, speaker: Robin Kick MW, one of the top 
experts of Burgundy. What does it feel like comparing the wines from Burgundy with their 
Balkan rivals? Is the myth that the French classic cannot be challenged true? And how does of 
the most peculiar wine regions (The Balkans) stand up for the rivalry? 
 
The Golden Treasures of The Balkans: retrospection of the wines who are proud owners of 
Trophies and Grand Trophies of BIWC, speaker:   Konstantinos Lazarakis MW. 
In the master class of the Chairman of BIWC and the first Master of Wine on the Balkans 
you will have the opportunity to touch some of the best Balkan wines, who have won Trophies  
and Grand Trophies during the 4 previous editions of the BIWC.  



 
 
The unknown Balkans – a wine adventure in Serbia, Croatia and Macedonia, lecturers Igor 
Lukovic, Ivana Simjanovska and Sasa Spiranec.   Maybe not that exotic but still a bit unfamiliar 
to us wine countries just a few hours away from Bulgaria. Yes, these are Serbia, Croatia and 
Macedonia. We are happy to announce that the best wine presenters from these close to us countries 
will be in Sofia and will introduce to you some of the best wines and why not future wine destinations 
you can travel to. 
 
Terroir vs sort-which is more important? lecturers Ivo Varbanov, Tania Avramova and Edward 
Kurian. In this master class you will get familiar with independent wine-growers and more specifically 
with their colleagues by demonstrating to you the importance of the terroir compared to the sort. This 
will be achieved by blind degustation of some interesting wines from different regions of Bulgaria. 
 
You want to take it a step further? You want to learn some of the secrets of wine trade 
professionals? The lectures of Kenichi Ohashi MW – the only Master of Wine from Japan and 
Daniel Pasalic, top wine specialist from Sweden will reveal the secrets of the Japanese wine 
market and Swedish wine monopoly Systembolaget.  
How you should communicate with the wine media is an interesting lecture presented by Enosiasti; is 
there a room for professional wine education in Bulgaria is a lecture given by Dimitar Nikolov, 
Edward Kurian and Aleksandar Skorchev. They are part of the newly founded Wine and Spirits 
Academy Bulgaria (branch of WSET- London; Wine and Marketing  - reality or mission impossible 
given by Milko Stoyanov from KIWI agency. All of these lectures are interesting, important and can 
have a great impact on you, so be sure not to miss them. Tickets for the festival and all the other 
programs can be purchased from http://www.balkanswine.eu/bg/pages/Festival/Tickets/. 
On the second day of the Festival (29th of May) at 17 o’clock the winner of the tombola from BIWC- a 
wine weekend for two in Uva Nestum Wine & Spa & Greece - will be announced! Anyone who 
has bought a ticket for the Festival can participate in the tombola. 
Don’t miss the Blakan Wine Festa on 28-29 May in Sofia; you will be amazed! 
 

For more information:  

Neli Ruseva, Manager Communications BIWC 2016 
E-mail pr@balkanswine.eu, phone +359 886 555 865 
Galina Niforou, Wine MBA, Director of BIWC 
E-mail: niforou@balkanswine.eu, phone: +359 885 731 331 
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